Cardiovascular care in end-stage renal disease.
Cardiovascular disease (CVD) accounts for the majority of morbidity and mortality in patients with end-stage renal disease (ESRD). Chronic kidney disease, and ESRD as its most severe form, are now acknowledged to be independent risk factors for CVD. The spectrum of CVD includes accelerated atherosclerosis, myocardial disease and heart failure, cardiac arrhythmias, and valvular heart disease. In addition, CKD and ESRD are independent and powerful factors that complicate cardiovascular procedures and have been directly linked to increased mortality. This issue of Advances in Chronic Kidney Disease will explore the spectrum of risk and the opportunities to improve care in ESRD in outpatient management, during dialysis, after kidney transplantation, and in coronary revascularization.